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How does bullying impact student achievement?
Introduction
Bullying appears to be becoming a common problem in most modern public as well as private schools. Children at times turn to be cruel and it is not uncommon for school children to come home in tears because someone had called them a name either at school or on their bus ride home. However, it is unfortunate since many of the parents do not understand the effect of bullying (Del & College of Saint Elizabeth, 2012). Such behavior has got an effect on the kid’s confidence, self-esteem as well as on his or her academic performance. 
Hypothesis
Null-hypothesis: Bullying has negatively impacted the academic achievement of more than 60% of the students in grades 4 to 12.
Alternate Hypothesis: Bullying has not negatively impacted the academic performance of more than 60% of the students in grades 4 to 12.
Method
This research will utilize qualitative and quantitative research design. The researcher will observe the phenomenon as it takes place. However, this will be carried out without the students noticing that they are being observed. When the students notice that they are under watch, they might behave in a way that will not lead to a correct conclusion at the end of the study. Quantitative research will enable there to be carried out measurement as well as analysis of the data or the statistics. Following the findings that have been documented in the past, it will be possible to carry out a comparison. 
Independent Variable
Bullying effect. Students will be allowed to act as if everything is normal so that the observer can observe those who are chosen to participate in the experiment. 
Dependent Variable
Academic performance. This will be administered through exams. 
Experimental Group
The students chosen to participate in the research were allowed to act normal and they did not know whether they were been watched. This helped in ensuring that they did not act abnormally to obtain the desired results at the end of the research study. 
Control Group
The control group involved two sets of students. There were group A which comprised of students who were bullied and group B whose members were not bullied. 
Sampling Method
The participants of this study were about 250 students from grades 4 all through to grade 12. The participants comprised both genders; 120 males and 130 females. The participants were selected using the probability sampling technique. A probability sampling technique enables us to ensure that the sample selected represents the whole population well. The sampling technique picked was stratified since it ensures all the characteristics of the population are well taken care of. In this case, for instance, race, gender as well as age were all considered. 
Assignment Method
The participants were allocated randomly. This made sure that there was no bias in allocating the participants in the various groups.
Ethical Considerations
Observations are normally characterized by various ethical issues. However, the main ethical issue in studies that are based on observation is the privacy and psychological well-being of the participants. In this research study, observations will only be made in public situations. The students will be required to give their consent to be observed.
Results
This research study will use descriptive statistics in summarizing the data which will be collected. More than 60% of the students who were studied failed to do well in exams. More than 150 students failed to improve from what they had previously scored during the last term. Almost all students in the control experiment group improved. 
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, bullying affects the academic performance of students. Bullying makes students lose self-confidence and this is one of the factors that led to failure in academic performance amongst the students. Therefore, bullying negatively impacts students’ performance. 
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